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Quiemari Mikes earned her assoaciate degree 
at MiraCosta College, majoring in sociology. 
She is currently a junior at California State Uni-
versity, Dominguez Hills. While at MiraCosta 
College, she was actively engaged with the 
Umoja program and worked as a Campus Aide 
III for the Counseling Department. She served 
as a tutor for the Tutoring & Academic Support 
Center (TASC).

Quiemari is an avid volunteer, lending her time 
to schedule appointments for students to see 
an academic counselor, and working on spe-
cialized projects. Even after transferring, she 
continued to serve as a sociology tutor and 
supported general High School courses of-
fered at MiraCosta’s Community Learning Cen-
ter.

She noted that she is incredibly proud of grad-
uating and becoming the first in her family to 
have a college degree. “With the help from 
Umoja, I am happy to say that I graduated and 
am on the path to receive my bachelor’s de-
gree. I am one step closer to my career goals.”  

Her ultimate career goal is to open up a K-12 
dormitory academy specializing in undocu-
mented, foster, and at-risk youth who need a 
stable environment to thrive. She wants  to cre-
ate a space where Black and Brown bodies are 
seen, heard, and nourished. 

She is determined to complete her bachelor’s 
degree in Sociology and work her way towards 
obtaining an Ed. D. She plans to travel to see 
what other countries are doing in education in 
order to bring that knowledge back to imple-
ment in her non-profit.
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